

















By Fiona Talkington

There are many orchestras and ensembles
who would love to achieve what Britten
Sinfonia has done in its 20 years existence.
They have the deepest respect within the
classical world, as a world leader in contem-
porary music, and they have an enviable track
record in coming up with concert program-
ming which packs halls and energizes audi-
ences. They’re based in the historic British
city of Cambridge, but they are regulars on
the London stages and have a busy tour-
ing schedule taking in Argentina, Brazil,
Uruguay, the USA, and many countries with-
in Europe.

They attract world class soloists and conduc-
tors who are keen to work with the outstand-
ing musicians which make up this adventurous
orchestra. They’re as comfortable in the vast
spaces of the Royal Albert Hall as they are play-
ing in muddy festival fields. Their audiences
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include everyone from rock to “respectable

When Lars Horntveth mentioned to me that
he was keen to orchestrate material from
One Armed Bandit I had no hesitation in
suggesting Britten Sinfonia, it seemed like
the obvious musical marriage. 'm delighted
that, at last, it’s all beginning to happen, and,
as with any musical partnership, who knows
where this will go?

“I have been dreaming of orchestrating
some of the music of Jaga Jazzist for many
years and now it will finally happen. The
music of Jaga has many orchestral ele-
ments and really suits being arranged on a
larger scale. I’'m looking forward to work
with the orchestra and play together as a
band. I hope it will be rewarding both for
us and the Britten Sinfonia.”

- Lars Horntveth, Jaga Jazzist

“Everyone at Britten Sinfonia is excited to
be working with Jaga Jazzist, one of the
most distinctive musical groups work-
ing today, perhaps even truly unique.
As an ensemble of musicians always
keen to explore pioneering projects
we at Britten Sinfonia are thrilled to be
collaborating with Jaga Jazzist for the
first time in what promises to be one

of the musical highlights of the year.”

- David Butcher, Britten Sinfonia
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The publication you’re now holding
in your hand has been prepared by the
Music Information Centre Norway.
Funded primarily by the Norwegian
Ministry of Culture, MIC supports

and promotes Norwegian music of

Key concert promoter Nasjonal

Jazzscene  (Norway’s  National
Venue for Jazz), located at Oslo’s
prime downtown Victoria venue, is
Norway’s officially designated main
venue for jazz and associated impro-

vised genres. Four to five times a

Ultima Oslo Contemporary Music
Festival is the foremost festival for
contemporary music in the Nordic
countries. Since 1991, the festi-
val has attracted audiences with a

Music has been a big part of
PizzaExpress and we're still passion-
ate about it today. Many great artists
have visited and played PizzaExpress
from the late Bud Freeman, the ini-
tiator, to Earl Hines and Stan Getz,

The Barbican is Europe's largest

multi-arts and conference venue
presenting a diverse range of art,
music, theatre, dance, film and crea-
tive learning events. It is also home

to the London Symphony Orchestra

all genres ranging from post-clas-
sical contemporary to black metal
and virtually everything in between
those extremes. The centre’s domes-
tically oriented ballade.no website is

one of the nation’s most important

week, the venue presents Norwegian
as well as international top-tier jazz
performers including names such
as Dee Dee Bridgewater, Charlie
Haden, Brad Mehldau, Nils Petter
Molveer, John Scofield og Bill Frisell,
all acts that have visited Victoria in

broad representation of contem-
porary music genres. 18 founding
members from the Norwegian mu-
sic and arts field contribute to and
coordinate to the festival each year.

and there are even two PizzaExpress
bands, the mainstream PizzaExpress
All Star Jazz Band and the Modern
Jazz Sextet. The jazz club in Dean
Street, Soho, has

awards as a top live music venue in

won coveted

music news and debate forums while
the English-language listento.no is
one of the internet’s few sites solely
dedicated to news updates and inter-
views with artists and players on the

Norwegian music scene.

later years. In addition to established
performers, the venue presents
young emerging jazz talents through
the concert series Uhort! and draws
considerable crowds through the
club concept Jassbox as well as the
weekly Sunday jam session.

Ultima welcomes everyone to high
quality events in music and related
art forms in Oslo from 6 to 15
September 2012.

the UK. This popular music seems to
go well with the food of the people,
the pizza.
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